
 

 EUROPEAN BROADCASTING UNION 

L’Ancienne-Route 17A 

PO Box 45 

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex 

Geneva, Switzerland 

 Tel. +41(0)22 717 21 11 

www.ebu.ch 

 

DECLARATION OF THE 75TH EBU GENERAL ASSEMBLY:  

TRADE SECRETS DIRECTIVE MUST NOT IMPAIR  

THE PUBLIC’S RIGHT TO KNOW 

 

We, Public Service Broadcasters of Europe, wish to reiterate our deep concern regarding the 

current formulation of draft EU legislation on Trade Secrets.  

The draft Directive, which is intended to prevent industrial espionage and unfair competition, 

currently includes unclear and arbitrary provisions which would undermine the ability of 

journalists and media companies to pursue free and investigative journalism.  

The general public relies on investigative journalism to inform and give evidence about 

irregularities. The possibility to access, scrutinize and unveil information of public interest 

which has not been disclosed to the public is an intrinsic part of journalistic activities.   

We cannot accept that corporate interests prevail over the public’s right to know. In order to 

safeguard free and critical journalism, we resolutely call on the EU Institutions to include a 

clear and solid exception in the EU Trade Secrets Directive for the exercise of the right to 

freedom of expression and information.  

 


