
P E O P L E  I N  C R I S I S :   
H O W  C A N  D ATA  H E L P ?

D A TA - D R I V E N  J O U R N A L I S M
E B U  H A C K A T H O N  •  G E N E VA  •  M A R C H  2 3 - 2 4 ,  2 0 1 6



@ M I R K O L O R E N Z
J O U R N A L I S T / I N N O VAT I O N  M A N A G E R  @ D W  

T R A I N E R  F O R  D ATA - D R I V E N  J O U R N A L I S M  

D E U T S C H E  W E L L E  I N N O VAT I O N  T E A M  
D ATA W R A P P E R  F O U N D E R / M A N A G E R  
D ATA D R I V E N J O U R N A L I S M . N E T  
D ATA  J O U R N A L I S M  H A N D B O O K

http://blogs.dw.de/innovation/
http://www.datawrapper.de
http://datadrivenjournalism.net










#ddj
Why use data in the newsroom?





I N  M O S T  N E W S R O O M S  T H I S  W O U L D  B E  
C O N S I D E R E D  J U S T  B R O K E N



DEF: 
DATA-DRIVEN JOURNALISM 
= WORKFLOW

‣ Tasks are to collect, clean, visualize and report
‣ Data-driven journalism is a process



N E W S  +  T E C H N O L O G Y
+  C R E AT I V I T Y  +  S K I L L S

D ATA  A N A LY S I S ,  C O D I N G  &  D E E P  
S T O R I E S  AT  T H E  PA C E  O F  T H E  

N E W S R O O M





Quelle: Alan McLean, NYT//Amsterdam, 2010



Quelle: Alan McLean, NYT//Amsterdam, 2010



3
Simple comparison 

Clarity  
Proximity 



Edward Tufte: To be truthful and revealing, data graphics must bear on the 
question at the heart of quantitative thinking: “Compared to what?, from:  
The Visual Display of Quantitative Information

START WITH THIS QUESTION: 
COMPARED TO WHAT?

http://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/books_vdqi


http://www.businessinsider.com/the-future-of-digital-2013-2013-11?op=1

E X A M P L E

http://www.businessinsider.com/the-future-of-digital-2013-2013-11?op=1


E X A M P L E

http://www.businessinsider.com/the-future-of-digital-2013-2013-11?op=1


Inspiration
Simple comparison 

Clarity  
Proximity 



Vergleich über lange Zeitreihe

• Je länger der Zeitraum, desto klarer wird das Muster.

http://charts.datawrapper.de/uYpzu


Quelle:  New York Times

S I M P L E  B A R ,  B I G  S T O R Y

http://faz-community.faz.net/blogs/netzkonom/archive/2011/09/28/online-werbung-internet-auf-rang-2.aspx
http://flowingdata.com/2011/07/26/how-the-deficit-got-so-big/


E X A M P L E



John Snow, 1854

Text

C L A S S I C  E X A M P L E  O F  
D ATA / M A P  



„Zitat hier eingeben.“ 

The project is an excellent example of journalists intervening to put 
a largely neglected issue on the political agenda, and providing 
decision-makers and the public with the evidence they need to 

take action to stop these tens of thousands of deaths at Europe’s 
borders. This is data journalism at its best. We need more projects 

like this.

B I G  I N V E S T I G AT I O N ,  
M U LT I - P U B L I C AT I O N  A C R O S S  

E U R O P E







– C H R I S T I A N  B A U E R

„Zitat hier eingeben.“ 

 

D ATA  R E S E A R C H  L E A D  
T O  T H I S  S T O R Y



B I G  D ATA    
S M A L L  D ATA
R E L E VA N T  D ATA



Proximity
What’s in this for you, me, us? 



Refugees  
Migrants

Integration Jobs

Crisis TerrorReligion

Future







GO THROUGH THE KEY QUESTIONS - FIVE W & ONE H 

http://www.slideshare.net/stsanto/the-back-of-the-napkin-dan-roam

WHAT? (WHO’S COUNTING?)

HOW MUCH? (COMPARE)

WHERE? (MAP)

WHEN? (TIMELINE)

HOW? (FLOWCHART)

WHY (ANALYSIS)

http://www.slideshare.net/stsanto/the-back-of-the-napkin-dan-roam




http://konigi.com/book/sketch-book/why-we-sketch

From idea to completion: Not a straight line.



http://konigi.com/book/sketch-book/why-we-sketch

Geschichten skizzieren - Komplexität entwirren



http://konigi.com/book/sketch-book/why-we-sketch

Iterieren, formen, verdichten.



http://konigi.com/book/sketch-book/why-we-sketch

Persönlich machen: Protagonist als Spiegel/Bezugspunkt.



https://medium.com/@tomcavill/3x3-d6202ef7d077

Use the 3x3 rule for better story structure.

https://medium.com/@tomcavill/3x3-d6202ef7d077


W H AT ?  W H Y ?  H O W ?

https://medium.com/@tomcavill/3x3-d6202ef7d077

https://medium.com/@tomcavill/3x3-d6202ef7d077


W H AT W H Y H O W

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



T O O L S



U N  D ATA  
W O R L D B A N K  D ATA  
E U R O S TAT  
K N O E M A  
Z A N R A N . C O M

http://zanran.com


G O O G L E  S H E E T S  
B L O C K S P R I N G  
H T T P : / /
TA B U L A . T E C H N O L O G Y  

http://blockspring.com











